
ShowStopper 
Audition tips and schedule! 

As you make your final preparations for auditions, here’s the criteria 
and specific things that the judges will be looking and listening for!   

Vocal Score: 
• Memorization of words - make sure that you know all of the words!  

If there are similar phrases, try to make sure you have them in the 
right place. 

• Matching pitch - singing above or below the actual notes in the song 
means that you are “off pitch”. 

• Breath support - you should have enough air support to hold through 
long notes. 

• Vocal Tone - you should have a supported quality that isn’t too harsh 
or forced. 

• Volume - your voice should carry across the room!  Make sure the 
judges can hear you! 

• Tempo - make sure you stay with the beat of the music.  Going faster 
than the music is called rushing.  Going too slow is dragging behind 
the beat. 

Dance Score: 
• Memorization of choreography - make sure you practice enough so 

that you don’t have to think about it.  (Not moving at all when there 
is supposed to be movement will result in a very low score.) 

• Keep your hands ready to move even when they are not being used.  
(Don’t put them in your pockets or mess with your clothes.) 

• Tempo - keep your movement with the beat of the music.  Don’t rush 
or go too slow….especially if there is something like a step touch 
choreographed. 

• Keep your eyes open so that you can connect with your audience. 
• Stay loose - try to move with personality and style.  “Stiff” movement 

isn’t what they are looking for. 



• Energy in your hands and body - when you move side to side with 
hands or claps, there should be energy all the way through your fin-
gertips.  Movement should be BIG with your whole body! 

Overall Score: 
• Perform with confidence - even if you’re shy, be bold with your 

singing and dancing!  (It’s only a minute long!  You can do it!) 
• Smile! - No matter how great you sing and dance, the audience and 

judges want to see you enjoying yourself.  If you smile, they will too! 
• Eye contact - try to make eye contact with your audience.  This also 

is a way to show your confidence. 

Hopefully the information listed above will give you a better understanding of 
how the judges give specific scores which ultimately help us determine the top 
40 students.  

Check back for a schedule for auditions so that you know when to come!!!  


